
                                                                  
  
 

      

      101 South Jefferson Street 

             Sturgis, MI 49091  

               (269) 503-7440                                                                         

       www.sturgismuseum.org         

                                                                                                                                                   April 2019 

 

    
 

STURGIS HISTOICAL 

SOCIETY 

   TTTHHHEEE   SSSIIIGGGNNNAAALLL   

  
 

              This event will be part of the Museum’s Spring Opening  
    May 31st, June 1st and 2nd 
In 1909 two men, the Beers brothers, walked to Sturgis from Six 
Lakes, MI in search of better lives for their families. They settled 
next to the railroad tracks in 
the southwest corner of 
town and ended up building 
Dog Town. Their homes 
were modest – no running 
water, an outhouse in every 
back yard and an average of 
600-800 square feet of living 
space for a family of six or 
more. This is the story of a quadrant of land known as Dog Town – 
a sometimes poor, but always proud community that continues to 
thrive today.  
                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

From the “Windows to Our Past” Series of Films, 
          Comes                              by Mike Mort 

*How and why did it begin?               
*Who were the first residents?         
* What were “neighbor                       
    relationships” like?                            
*How did it develop and change?                    
*What fond memories remain 
    today? 
*What was playing outside like   
   for kids?                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 

COME EXPLORE AND DISCOVER THE DOG TOWN STORY! 
Friday, May 31st at 7:00 P.M. 
Sturges-Young Auditorium. 

Donation:  $10 
Part of the Downtown “Bourbon, Bacon & Blues” event. 

Immediately following the film, there will be a meet and greet reception in the 
Auditorium’s Flora Beck Gallery. We are hoping for a huge turnout as we 
celebrate this unique piece of local history! See you there!!   
 

*What were the houses like?   
*Why the name “Dog Town?” 
*What was “Veterans’ Housing?” 
*What area did it encompass?                            
*How did it compare to the rest   
    of the town? 
 *Do any memorable events  
    stand out? 
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                                                            REMEMBERING DOG TOWN                                        Karen Yoder 
When I originally brought up the idea of a film about Dog Town as part of the history of Sturgis, I really didn’t 
have a clue how to delicately approach this subject to research it for Mike Mort. I went to elementary school 
at Wenzel School in the 1940s and my friends there were from “Dog Town,” but I had no idea what that really 
meant, the actual boundaries, or how it came to be. Would my old friends from the 1940s be offended by my 
use of the term? I grew up on the other side of the 
railroad tracks on South Jefferson. My understanding 
was that the boundaries were the railroad tracks on 
the east, South St. on the south, Centreville on the 
west and Wenzel St. on the north (or some said 
Congress St).  So, I started calling people I remem-
bered from Wenzel School to see what I could learn. 
That was such a wonderful bonus. No, they were not 
offended by my questions; they are very proud of 
having come from that area and they used the term ”Dog Town” proudly. I learned quickly it was a culture 
within a culture like no other in Sturgis; very much a neighborhood. The phrase, “It takes a village to raise a 
child” really came alive after we interviewed some of my old school mates. They have such wonderful and 
colorful memories. They openly discussed that everyone was poor, there was no indoor plumbing (when 
everyone else in Sturgis had both water and sewers), and the streets were not paved. Dog Town houses were 
very small two-bedroom homes of about 600-800 square feet, many times housing families of 6 to 8 people. 
But it was an area of sharing both good times and whatever bounty was available. What a wealth of wonderful 
old memories about children playing outdoors in every season, eating very simple meals, with school being 
the social hub of the area, but most of all, always being loved and comfortable. These were the days before 
television and telephones, in fact only two families in Dog Town had a radio. If you needed to make a phone 
call, you knew which house had a phone to use in case of an emergency, and it might be several blocks away. 
Everyone was in the same financial condition; no one ever felt poor or “less than.” For Dog Town residents, 
those were very happy days growing up in simpler times in Sturgis.  

  
                                                     STURGIS AREA MODEL RAILROADERS                      Doug Van Meter 

Track plan for the Freight House model RR is in its final tweaking and will be complete by the time we are 
allowed to enter the building to begin construction of the layout. We are presently working on bench design 

and plan on constructing the first piece to approve the 
design in April. If all goes well we may try to build some 
bench work ahead of the time we get to enter the 
building. Electrical specifications have been set and need 
to be put on paper; this will be the next step after the 
bench work. Scratch building of the Depot (Museum) and 
Freight House will take place at a later date. The core 
group from the model RR  meets on a regular basis to 
make sure everything is lined up and ready to go when 
the building is available. When construction starts, we 
will be taking pictures on a regular basis. 

 

 
Freight House Grand Opening: June 1st and 2nd  

As we near the completion of this exciting project, please follow us on Facebook for additional details.  
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                                                          FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK                         Jenifer Blouin Policelli 

   The first time I walked into the Sturgis Historical Museum – At the Depot, I was so impressed. In awe, 
really. Walking through the Museum for the first time made me proud to be from Sturgis, and I realized that 
the Depot is a very special place in our town. More than a year after my first visit and six months into serving 
as the Director, this feeling has only intensified. I am honored to come to the Museum every day and help 
share our town’s history. I owe a big “thank-you” to the Sturgis Historical Society for believing in me, hiring 
me, and working so hard alongside me.  
 One of the first items on my to-do list as Director was to craft a mission statement for the Museum. 
This was important to me because I wanted everyone – myself, our volunteers, and the Historical Society 
leadership – to all be on the same page about the Museum’s purpose and goals. It was also important to 
convey in the mission statement that the Museum is here to be involved in serving the community. After a 
couple of iterations, the mission statement we finally settled on is: “The mission of the Sturgis Historical 
Museum is to connect people to Sturgis and its history through the faithful sharing of stories, accurate 
representation of citizens, and the preservation of historical resources.” 
 Since I’ve taken up the role of Director, most of my time has been spent on the “preservation of 
historical resources” part. Cataloging each individual item in a museum’s collection is tedious, painstaking, 
sometimes mind-numbing work. But it is essential. Thankfully, my formal training 
has prepared me for this task, and I’ve been able to slowly start accessioning and 
cataloging all kinds of objects, photos, and archival materials into the Museum’s 
permanent collection and software database. 
 The items that I’ve been working with fit into two different categories. The 
first is made up of items that have belonged to the Historical Society since before 
the Depot Museum existed. I find this collection easier to work with because it’s 
static – it’s not being added to. The other category of items consists of things that 
have been donated since the opening on the Museum, and this collection is 
growing all the time. It seems like people are constantly coming out of the 
woodwork wanting to donate items. And we want to encourage this! It’s great that people care about history 
and want things to be preserved. But, when we let people donate anything and everything, we end up 
inundated with objects that have nothing to do with Sturgis history. To combat this issue, I’ve been working on 
a comprehensive Collections Policy that will outline criteria for donating artifacts to the Museum. I’ve also 
created a Collections Committee that meets twice a month to review objects that have been donated. It will 

                                                                         BRICK CAMPAIGN UPDATE                          LeeAnn McConnell 

                                                        The third “Brick Campaign” is complete...Thank you! 
 
Final total for the sale was 121 bricks purchased. Thank you to all,   near and  
far, for supporting the Freight House sidewalk campaign. Weather 
permitting, the sidewalk will be installed in late May or early June during the 
landscaping phase of the Freight House project. Once the sidewalk is 
complete, we will post pictures of the bricks on the Museum’s Facebook 

page. Please follow us on Facebook for additional updates. As always, we thank you for your continued 
interest in and support of the Sturgis Historical Museum and Freight House. 
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take years to systematically catalog all of the items in the Museum’s collections. But this is necessary, good, 
and important work. I’ve just barely scratched the surface thus far, but I’m looking forward to the end result. 
As a concluding note: I’m always looking for help in my collections work, and will welcome any volunteers! 
Hopefully this behind-the-scenes look at collections work has piqued your interest! 

 
                           EXHIBITS UPDATE                                                 Dianne Gorsuch 

Exciting changes are taking place in the Electric City 
Theater! Our 2019 theme revolves around the 1960s and 
1970s with exhibits reflecting those decades in 
manufacturing, education, businesses, and local events.  
We will be highlighting the Vietnam Conflict with 
veterans’ interviews and memorabilia they have 
graciously shared for display.  There will be special 
exhibits dedicated to Sturgis Police Chief Lyle Hopkins 
and to Dr.  Robert Lewis.  We will display a beautiful 

bedroom suite made by the first furniture factory in Sturgis, Sturgis Furniture Co., founded by Jonathan Wait. 
We are expanding the Jonathan Wait display and moving it into the north room to reflect his important role in 
the early industrialization and growth of Sturgis. And this is just the tip of the iceberg… (by the way, Helen 
Walton Bishop has made the cut, but in a different location).   

 
                                                                      “TAKE A SEAT”                                          LeeAnn McConnell 

LOOKING FOR CREATIVE PEOPLE…. 
...to help the Sturgis Historical Museum and Freight House with our 2nd 
annual, silent auction fundraiser, “Take a Seat.” 
Who: Open to all ages of creative people 
What: Participants will decorate and submit a chair, barstool, step stool, 
ottoman, etc. of their choice. Creativity is encouraged...seats may be 
decorated according to any theme or style. 
Deadline to submit your creation...Saturday, May 25th.  
When: Silent Auction bidding will take place May 31st - June 15th, 2019. 
Where: Decorated seats will be on display for two weeks at the Sturges-Young Civic Center 
and Auditorium’s “Flora Beck Gallery.” 
Questions? Need a chair to decorate? Looking for decorating inspiration? No problem! 
Please contact or visit Amy York at “York Mercantile” in downtown Sturgis for additional 
details (269-319-6399). You may also call (269-503-7440) or email (sturgismuseum@gmail)  
                       STEP on board, decorate a SEAT, Museum fundraiser can’t be BEAT! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SAVE THE DATE 
We’re thrilled to announce a truly TITANIC event! 

Monday, August 26th  
St. John’s Episcopal Church ~ Mackenzie Hall 

 
Please join us for an evening with historian and R.M.S. Titanic expert, Byron Matson. 

Further details about this exciting event will be forthcoming. 
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                                                 FROM THE PRESIDENT’S PEN                                 Jackie Persing 

Spring is finally here. The temperatures are not reflecting that yet, but they will. This is the first newsletter 
that I’ve had the opportunity to address the membership after being elected president. Mike was a hard act to 
follow, and I will admit I’m still in the middle of the learning curve. However, there is a great cast of characters 
surrounding me, and we work together well. The addition of Jenifer has been a blessing and I’m happy to 
report the train is still on the tracks!! Over the winter we’ve had to have some repairs done on the furnace 
and you will be seeing some repairs being done to the roof. The polar vortex lifted some of our tiles on the 
west side of the building and we have some water damage in the South Hall. Restoration Services of 
Kalamazoo will be taking care of that in the upcoming weeks. We are looking forward to the Freight House 
being completed, our Dog Town premiere on May 31, and the Museum opening June 1. We are still in need of 
more volunteers to be “greeters.” With the opening of the Freight House the possibility of more visitors will 
grow. If you have a minute, we have a spot.  

  
                                 VOLUNTEER OPORTUNITIES 
The Museum is always looking for a helping hand! Whether you’re a bubbly people-person 
or an introvert who works best alone; a design-oriented artist or an analytic investigator – 
we need your talents! Whatever your personality type, we have a job for you! Please 
consider volunteering at the Sturgis Historical Museum.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Cut Here- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Check the boxes below that interest you and mail the form to: 

Sturgis Historical Museum at 101 S. Jefferson St., Sturgis, MI 49091 
Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
Phone number____________________________________________________________ 
Email Address:____________________________________________________________ 
I’d like more information about volunteering in the following area(s): 

o Bake Sale Baker 

o Collections and cataloging 

o Event planning and set-up 

o Gift shop cashier 

o Graphic artist 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Cut Here- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Dues payments are now due for 2019! Please note that dues have increased in both the individual and 
household categories. Those who have already paid dues in 2019 have been grandfathered in with the 
previous prices. Please fill out and return with your payment. Thank you! 

Make checks payable to Sturgis Historical Society 
Mail to: Sturgis Historical Museum, 101 S. Jefferson St., Sturgis, MI, 49091 

Name:  
Address:  
Phone:  
Email:  
       $25 – Individual             $45 – Household             $                  Additional Donation 

                                                         Dues Deadline:  June 1, 2019 

o Greeter (Museum tour guide) 

o Maintenance/handyman projects 

o Research team 

o I have this skill to offer: __________________________ 
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Sturgis Historical Museum 
          At The Depot 
101 South Jefferson Street 
       Sturgis, MI 49091 

 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
As the Museum prepares to open its doors for a third season, we are 
pleased to announce our 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
As the Museum prepares to open its doors for a third season, we are pleased to announce our weekly hours 
and dates for some special events. 
Museum and Freight House Opening Weekend Hours: 
Saturday, June 1st: 10:00 - 4:00 
Sunday, June 2nd:   11:00 - 3:00 
Museum and Freight House Summer hours (June - September): 
Thursday: 10:00 - 4:00 
Friday:      10:00 - 4:00 
Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00 
The Museum and Freight House will also be open the following dates... 
Downtown Sturgis 2019 Special Events: 
Bourbon, Bacon and Blues: May 31st - Please join us this evening at the Sturges-Young 
Auditorium for the 7:00 PM premiere showing of “Dog Town,” the third movie in our Windows to Our  
Past series. 
Sturgis Fest: June 22nd - 29th (Museum/FH days/hours TBD) 
Music on North: July 26th (5:30PM - 8:30PM) 
Music on North: August 30th (5:30PM - 8:30PM) 
Sturgis BBQ Fest: (Hours TBD) 
Christkindlmarkt: December 5th - 7th (Hours TBD) 
Sip & Stroll: December 6th (5:30PM - 8:30PM) 
Christmas in the City: December 7th (Hours TBD) 
 


